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Nevertheless, domestic violence courts do seem to do far better than traditional meth-
ods of dealing with domestic violence. Cissner, Labriola, and Rempel’s (2013) study of 
New York’s domestic violence courts found that “domestic violence courts that prioritize 
deterrence and that both prioritize and implement specific policies to sanction offender 
noncompliance, while also addressing the needs of victims, are most effective in reducing 
recidivism” (p. iv). According to Susan Keilitz (2004), the major goals and achievements 
of domestic violence courts are as follows:

zz Enhanced coordination of cases and 
consistent orders in different cases 
involving the same parties.

zz More comprehensive relief for victims at 
an earlier stage of the judicial process.

zz Advocacy services that encourage 
victims to establish abuse-free lives.

zz Greater understanding by judges of 
how domestic violence affects victims 
and their children.

zz More consistent procedures, treatment 
of litigants, rulings, and orders.

zz Greater availability of mechanisms to 
hold batterers accountable for the abuse.

zz Improved batterer compliance with 
orders.

zz Greater confidence on the part of the 
community that the justice system is 
responding effectively to domestic violence.

zz Greater system accountability. (p. 6)

Because victim and offender in a domestic violence situation typically live together, it 
is important for the domestic violence court to become involved immediately because 
of the risk of continued victimization during the pretrial period. Judges must thus take 
a more active role in monitoring defendants before trial and respond quickly to vio-
lations of restraining orders and other court orders with immediate penalties. Strict 




